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Poverty is Increasing 

• 22% of all children in US live in households with 

incomes that fall below poverty line 
– National Poverty Center, Univ of Michigan 

• 2nd highest child poverty rate among wealthy 

nations – UNICEF 

• 50 million people, 16% of population in poverty, 

US Census 2012 

–  California, District of Columbia, Arizona, Florida and 

Georgia have highest rates.  



Schools can’t address challenges 

related to poverty alone  



Inequality is Growing  

• The United States has become the most unequal country among the 

advanced industrial countries… We have less opportunity than not 

only all of Europe, but any of the advanced industrial countries for 

which there's data. And what that means is very simple: The life 

chances of an individual are more dependent on the income and 

education of his parent than in other countries. And an implication of 

that is people born in the bottom, who unfortunately chose the parents 

who were poor or not well-educated, will be more likely not to be able 

to live up to his potential. – Joseph Stiglitz, June 6 2012 



Inequality is increasing racial 

gaps in academic achievement 

 

“…the rapid growth in the rich-poor educational gap 

 provides a ray of hope: if the relationship between  

family income and educational success can change this 

 rapidly, then it is not an immutable, inevitable pattern.  

What changed once can change again. Policy choices matter 

 more than we have recently been taught to think.”  

– Sean Reardon, Stanford University 

The rich-poor gap is 40% larger today than it was 30 years 

 ago 



Black-White Wealth Gap 

• Black household net worth - $6,314 

• White household net worth - $110,500 

• Whites in America own 18 X as much as 

Blacks. During Apartheid in South Africa in 

1970 rate was 15X 



Racial Disparities are Widening 

• Wealth – income, home ownership and 

employment 

• Health – life expectancy, infectious disease, 

infant mortality 

• Criminal Justice – arrests, sentencing and 

incarceration rates 

• Education – achievement, attainment, 

persistence 





Percent Hispanic of the U.S. Population: 

1970 to 2050 
 

1970 - 4.5   

1980 - 6.4   

1990 - 9.0  

2000 - 12.5  

2011 - 16.7  

2020*- 19.4  

2030* - 23.0  

2040* - 26.7  

2050* - 30.2 
 
Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, 1970, 1980, 1990, and 2000 Decennial Censuses; July 1, 2011 

Population Estimates; 2008 National Population Projections 



Rest of Pop  Hispanics 

 

14.4%  37.8%  Less than high 

      school diploma 

 

62.2%  25.6%  High school  

     graduate or   

    higher 

 

28.2%  13.0%  Bachelor's  

     degree or higher 

 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 American Community Survey 

 

Latino Educational Attainment 



School Suspension Rates 



Graduation Rates 



The achievement gap is an 

educational manifestation of social 

inequality  

 - Preparation Gap 

 - Allocation Gap 

 - Gaps in Opportunities 



Opportunity Gaps 

• 40% of public schools do not offer pre school 

• 57% of Blacks, 67% of Latinos, less than 50% of 

Native Americans have access to AP courses and 

full range of math and science classes 

• 81% of Asian Americans and 71% of Whites have 

access to AP courses and full range of math and 

science classes 

 



Poverty is not the problem? 

• In the debate over how to fix American public education, many believe 

that schools alone cannot overcome the impact that economic 

disadvantage has on a child, that life outcomes are fixed by poverty 

and family circumstances, and that education doesn't work until other 

problems are solved. This theory is, in some ways, comforting for 

educators… 

 Problem is, the theory is wrong. It's hard to know how wrong -- 

because we haven't yet tried to make the changes that would tell us -- 

but plenty of evidence demonstrates that schools can make an 

enormous difference despite the challenges presented by poverty and 

family background.  

Joel Klein, Janet Murguia, Michael Lomax, Washington Post, April 9, 2010 

 



Key Questions: 
Under what conditions are schools able 

to mitigate the effects of poverty and 

exert a positive impact on the 

communities and children they serve?  

 

What kind of education is needed for 

schools to play a role in breaking the 

cycle of poverty?   



Community Schools 

A community school is a set of partnerships between  

the school and other community resources. Its  

integrated focus on academics, health and social  

services, youth and community engagement  

leads to improved student learning, stronger families  

and healthier communities.   
Center for Community Schools, Washington DC 

 

Types - Beacon schools, Comer model, full service schools 

 

 



Harlem Children’s Zone 



Comprehensive Educational 

Strategies 



Career and Technical Education to Promote 

Local Development   

 

• East Bay Bio-Tech Academy 

– Partnership between seven East Bay high 

schools, two community colleges, one 

university and five Biotech firms 

– 90% of students graduate college and career 

ready 

– Website: http://www.biotechpartners.org 



Promising Models 

• Renewable energy project – Central HS 

Newark 

• Small business incubator – Big Picture 

School, Providence, R.I. 

• Urban Health Medical Sciences Program – 

Bronx, NY 

• Year Up – Internships in high tech and 

finance, 12 cities 2,000 youth served 



Performance-based assessment 

 School of the Future, NY  



Students in control of learning at 

Hollenbeck Middle School, LA 



Popular Culture to increase engagement 

Sacramento Area Youth Speaks 



Parent Power in the Eastern Cape 



 Need for A Broader and Bolder 

Approach 

• Need for a more holistic and integrated approach 

that links education to community development  

• Expanded and enriched learning opportunities 

• Early childhood education 

• Coordinated access to health care and other social 

services to address social needs 

• Shift policy focus on capacity building rather than 

accountability 



Building School Capacity 
Teaching and 

Learning 

Extended 
Learning 

Safety, 
mentors 

Community 
partners-

Universities 

Family 

engagement 

Health and 
Nutrition 



Brockton scholarship winners 2013 



PS 28 obtains highest gains in literacy 

and math in Brooklyn, NY - 2012 



Change is inevitable 

• Census: Minority babies are now 

majority in United States 

• Census: Whites no longer a 

majority in U.S. by 2043 

 

 




